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24th February 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope you had a relaxing half-term holiday. 

It was very welcome news that schools will be reopening to all students from Monday 8 March.  Please note 
that attendance will be compulsory. 

However, students may only return to face-to-face teaching after a negative result from a lateral flow test. 

The tests will be conducted between Monday 8th and Wednesday 10th March.  On those three days, students 
will be invited to attend school for their test at different times during the school day and return home as soon as 
the test has been completed. Years 10 and 11 will be tested on Monday 8th March, Years 8 and 9 on Tuesday 
9th March and Year 7 on Wednesday 10th March.  Students who use either school or local authority transport 
may spend the day at school if they are unable to be collected after their tests, which will be completed upon 
their arrival at school in the morning. 

There will be no requirement for students to wear uniform, unless they are remaining in school for the day. 

Years 10 and 11 will be able to resume face-to-face learning in school from Tuesday 9th March, Years 8 and 9 
from Wednesday 10th March and Year 7 from Thursday 11th March, subject to a negative test result. They will 
be tested on two further occasions, with each test taking place 3-5 days after the previous test.  These tests will 
not require students to stay at home. 

Until their return to face-to-face teaching on the allotted day, students will continue to learn remotely; tasks will 
be set as normal, but there will be no live teaching. 

When coming to school for their test, students must wear a facial covering upon entry to the school site and 
remain socially distanced from all other students (at least two metres).  They must proceed straight to the 
external entrance to the gym at the front of the school, where they will be registered, follow a one-way system 
to receive their test, and exit the hall near the PE changing rooms.  They must then leave the school site 
immediately.  Test results will be received by parents via email and text message. 

If you are bringing your child for their test, please drive into SABRES court and wait in your car while your child 
goes to the gym for their test. 

In line with new guidance, students must always wear facial coverings while in school.  They may only remove 
their facial coverings when they are outdoors during social time. 

If we have not received consent for your child to be tested, you will be contacted separately and given a link to 
an online form where you can either provide consent or non consent. 

If we do not have consent, your child will be expected to return to school with the rest of their year group on 
the designated return-to-school day. 

The school will continue to operate in the same way as during the autumn term; students will remain in year 
group bubbles and will be based in specific areas of the school, with strict rules relating to movement around 
the school.  Teachers will continue to move from one classroom to the next during lesson changeover time.  
Staggered breaks and lunchtimes will continue, except that Year 7 will now use the field (left-hand side) and 
Year 10 will use SABRES court.  During the first two days (Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th March), all students 
will use the field as SABRES court will be used as for additional car parking. 
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The school canteen will operate from Tuesday 9th March.  Students entitled to free school meals will receive 
vouchers to cover the days they are not in school from Monday 8th to Wednesday 10th March.  To clarify, Years 
10 and 11 will receive a voucher for Monday 8th March, Years 8 and 9 will receive a voucher for Monday 8th 
and Tuesday 9th March and Year 7 will receive a voucher for all three days. 

Any parents who wish to bring siblings for their test at the same time may do so by prior arrangement.  If you 
are limited when you can bring your child for their test, please do let us know and we will do our best to 
accommodate this. 

You will be contacted again with more specific details about your child’s test.  Please ensure your child arrives 
for their test by the allotted time.  Please allow a maximum of an hour for the process to be completed; we 
hope it will be much quicker but cannot predict the efficiency of the process. 

To summarise: 

 Test day Return-to-school day 

Monday 8 March Year 10 & Year 11  

Tuesday 9 March Year 8 & Year 9 Year 10 & Year 11 

Wednesday 10 March Year 7 Year 8 & Year 9 

Thursday 11 March  Year 7 

 

The current provision for children of critical workers and our most vulnerable students will continue until their 
return-to-school day, when they will join the rest of their year group. From Monday 8th March, they will go 
straight to the new building upon arrival, where they will be located for the day.  Students will be taken to the 
hall for their tests on the same day as the rest of their year group. 

Please find below additional guidance about attendance and uniform. 

I would also like to make you aware that the school’s contract with IES (Internationella Engelska Skolan) will end 
on 28th February.  From 1st March, we will be receiving educational support from Unity School Partnership 
(USP).  This is particularly pleasing as the level of support for the school will increase and additional 
developmental opportunities will be available for staff.  There will be no significant changes until 1st September, 
when the school’s name and logo will change.  School blazers will be updated with the new logo at no cost to 
parents/carers.  Further details will follow. 

Please contact school reception if you have any questions. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jon Winn  
Principal 
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ATTENDANCE 

Following the release of the guidance from the Department for Education, I would like to remind you that from 
8 March, attendance at school will be compulsory for all students. This means that the legal duty on you as a 
parent to send your child to school regularly will apply. 

During the week commencing 8 March, students will be offered asymptomatic testing on site as outlined in the 
plans above. Students who consent to testing will return to face-to-face education following their first negative 
test result. Students not undergoing testing should attend school in line with our phased return arrangements 
outlined in this letter. 

Students who are still unable to attend, in line with public health advice, because they are self-isolating and 
have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves, they live with someone who has symptoms or has 
tested positive and are a household contact or because they are a close contact of someone who has 
coronavirus (COVID-19) will be provided with access to remote education. Parents should contact 
office@breckland.iesschools.co.uk  for more information about the provision of work.  

There is growing evidence that many children identified at the start of the pandemic as clinically extremely 
vulnerable (CEV) are not at increased risk of serious outcomes from coronavirus (COVID-19) and children are 
gradually being removed from the shielding patient list as appropriate, following review with a clinician. The 
advice for students who have been confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable is to shield and stay at home as 
much as possible until further notice. They are advised not to attend school while shielding advice applies 
nationally. You will need to provide a copy of the shielding letter sent to your child if they are clinically 
extremely vulnerable (CEV), to confirm that they are advised not to attend school whilst shielding guidance is in 
place. 

Where students are not able to attend school, as they are following clinical or public health advice related to 
coronavirus (COVID-19), the absence will not be penalised. 

If you have concerns about your child returning to school, because you consider they may have other risk 
factors, please contact Mr Gower (dgower@breckland.iesschools.co.uk) to discuss the measures we are 
putting in place to reduce risks in line with government guidance. 

UNIFORM 

At IES Breckland we have high standards of behaviour and our uniform policy is one element of this. Students 
will therefore be expected to attend school in full and correct uniform from 8 March. The guidance from the 
Department for Education states ‘Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, or in any 
different way to normal due to coronavirus (COVID-19).’  

We do recommend that students wear an additional layer beneath their uniform, not in between their shirt or 
blouse and their blazer, and an additional layer (such as a winter coat and not a hoodie or denim jacket) over 
top of their blazer, and not as a substitute.   

Students will be permitted to continue to wear their outer layer in classrooms when it is deemed sufficiently 
cold due to the additional ventilation, but this will be at the teacher’s discretion. 

Clothing such as hoodies and denim jackets are not permitted in school and must be removed at the school 
gate. 

Please ensure that you pay close attention to all elements of our uniform policy 
https://www.breckland.iesschools.co.uk/about-us/policies-procedures/uniform-policy/ 

 so that your son or daughter is correctly dressed upon their return to school.  
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