
Outcomes Listening Speaking Reading Writing

Emerging
Step 1 & 2

I can understand familiar words 
and common verbs. I am beginning
to work out the gist of simple 
sentences and translate short 
phrases.

I can answer simple questions in 
the present tense and exchange 
simple opinions. I have an 
awareness of sound patterns.

I can understand familiar words 
and phrases. I can match sounds to 
printed words. I can translate short 
sentences from French to English.

I can use correct spellings and 
accents. I can write in sentences, 
use the present tense and express 
simple opinions. I can translate 
familiar phrases in to French.

Developing
Step 3

I can understand short paragraphs 
in the present tense and answer in 
short sentences. I understand 
opinions and recognise intensifiers.

I can give opinions and use 
connectives. I include intensifiers 
when I speak and pronounce some 
vowel combinations well.

I can deduce meaning in longer 
texts in the present tense. I 
understand opinions, connectives 
and intensifiers. I can translate long 
sentences from French to English.

I can use correct spellings and 
accents. I can write in sentences, 
use the present tense and express 
simple opinions. I can translate 
familiar phrases in to French.

Secure
Step 4

I can understand longer paragraphs 
and answer in longer sentences. I 
understand some complex 
opinions. I am starting to recognise 
time phrases and two time frames. 

I can ask questions and use 
connectives and intensifiers. I am 
starting to use two time frames 
and include detail, including 
opinions and descriptions, in my 
speech. I can pronounce most 
vowel combinations well.

I can deduce meaning in a long text 
and answer in extended sentences. 
I am starting to understand two 
time frames, more complex 
opinions and descriptions. I am 
starting to translate from French to 
English in two time frames.

I can write in paragraphs. I am very 
accurate when I use the present 
tense. I am starting to use some 
complex opinions. I can translate 
simple paragraphs from French to 
English.

Advanced
Step 5

I can understand passages 
containing 2 time frames and time 
phrases. I can transcribe phrases 
containing unknown words.

I can speak using  two simple 
structures, with some longer 
replies. I can speak using 2 time 
frames. There is some intonation in 
my speaking.

I can understand longer sentences 
with 2 time frames. I can translate 
longer sentences with 2 time
frames.

I can use simple structures and 
vocab to express my opinion, using 
2 time frames. I can translate into 
French using two time frames.

Excelling
Step 6

I can understand passages 
containing three time frames. I can 
transcribe short paragraphs.

I can speak using a variety of 
structures and three time frames. I 
can speak spontaneously but I do 
hesitate and often rely on pre-
learnt phrases. 

I can understand longer passages 
with a variety of structures and 3 
time frames. I can translate 
passages (40 words) containing 3 
time frames and a range of 
structures.

I can use a range of structures and
vocabulary to extend ideas and can 
use 3 time frames. I can translate 
into French using three time 
frames. 
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Outcomes Listening Speaking Reading Writing

Emerging
Step 1 & 2

I can understand short paragraphs 
in the present tense and answer in 
short sentences. I understand 
opinions and recognise intensifiers.

I can give opinions and use 
connectives. I include intensifiers 
when I speak and pronounce some 
vowel combinations well.

I can deduce meaning in longer 
texts in the present tense. I 
understand opinions, connectives 
and intensifiers. I can translate long 
sentences from French to English.

I can use correct spellings and 
accents. I can write in sentences, 
use the present tense and express 
simple opinions. I can translate 
familiar phrases in to French.

Developing
Step 3

I can understand longer paragraphs 
and answer in longer sentences. I 
understand some complex 
opinions. I am starting to recognise 
time phrases and two time frames. 

I can ask questions and use 
connectives and intensifiers. I am 
starting to use two time frames 
and include detail, including 
opinions and descriptions, in my 
speech. I can pronounce most 
vowel combinations well.

I can deduce meaning in a long text 
and answer in extended sentences. 
I am starting to understand two 
time frames, more complex 
opinions and descriptions. I am 
starting to translate from French to 
English in two time frames

I can write in paragraphs. I am very 
accurate when I use the present 
tense. I am starting to use some 
complex opinions. I can translate 
simple paragraphs from French to 
English.

Secure
Step 4

I can understand passages 
containing 2 time frames and time 
phrases. I can transcribe phrases 
containing unknown words.

I can speak using  two simple 
structures, with some longer 
replies. I can speak using 2 time 
frames. There is some intonation in 
my speaking.

I can understand longer sentences 
with 2 time frames. I can translate 
longer sentences with 2 time
frames.

I can use simple structures and 
vocab to express my opinion, using 
2 time frames. I can translate into 
French using two time frames.

Advanced
Step 5

I can understand passages 
containing three time frames. I can 
transcribe short paragraphs.

I can speak using a variety of 
structures and three time frames. I 
can speak spontaneously but I do 
hesitate and often rely on pre-
learnt phrases. 

I can understand longer passages 
with a variety of structures and 3 
time frames. I can translate 
passages (30 words) containing 3 
time frames and a range of 
structures.

I can use a range of structures and
vocabulary to extend ideas and can 
use 3 time frames. I can translate 
into French using three time 
frames. 

Excelling
Step 6

I can understand detailed passages 
containing a variety of time frames. 
I can transcribe sentences including 
unknown words and two time 
frames.

I can extend answers and narrate 
events. I can speak spontaneously
but occasionally rely on pre-learnt 
phrases. Errors do not impede 
communication.

I understand detailed passages 
with a variety of structures and 
time frames. I can translate longer 
passages (50 words) containing a 
range of tenses and structures 
accurately.

I can use a wide variety of 
structures, time frames and 
vocabulary to extend ideas. I can 
write creatively. I can translate into 
French in 3 time frames.
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